


CLATSOP COUNTY HISTORICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
April 17, 1978 


The meeting was called to order by the Chairman, Russell Dark. 


os 


In attendance were: George Fulton, Margaret Green 
Russell Bristow Dorothy Wootton 
Carl Labiske Lawanda Dark 
Albert Palmer, Commissioner Philippa Mardesich 
Russell Dark, Chairman Helen C. Griffith, Secretary 


It was suggested that the committee select and mark the oldest building in 
the City - the old Standard Oil Company building. 
MOTTON NO. 1: 

It was moved by Philippa Mardesich and seconded by Georgs Fulton that the 
Standard Oil Company building be marked as the oldest standing public building, 
unless an earlier one is discovered. Motion carried. s 

Chairman Russell Dark will take care of the above matter, 

Dorothy Wootton asked if Mr. Miller had been hear from, The Committee has 
heard nothing yet. Jim Bergeron had offered to do the fishermen's monument if 
Mr. Miller is not interested in completing the job. We have not found, as yet, 
who owns the preperty where it is suggested the monument be placed. This is a piece 
of property just West of the Maritime Museum and East of the Doctor's office. 
Chairman Dark will report back at the next meeting who owns the property. 

Jim Bergeron is to be asked to be present at our next meeting and bring a 
sample of his work, 

The Wildlife Commission met Saturday night, April 15, 1978, at the Middie 
School and Chainnan Russell Dark talked with Bob Ziak. Mr. Ziak hae located another 
m4 taps grave in Knappa area. Mr. Ziak recalled, also, the grave site that Fannie 
___-- Dempeie mentioned. Mrs, Dempsie said it was fifteen minutes from her home on 
a gee ie ee se ee we 
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Page Two 


Clatsop County Historical Advisory Committee minutes 
Bevis. 1970 


to serve until further order of the Board, Mr. Fulton wishes the County Commission 
to be apprised of the matter and suggestions be followed through for additional mem-— 
bers to the committee, 
Secretary Helen Griffith was late in appearing for the meeting, having visited 
with member Hiram C. Johnson, who has been ill, Mr. Johnson sent greetings to all 
and suggested they keep up the good work, . ; 
There being no further business to come before the meeting at this time, 


the meeting stood adjourned. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Met4 ) fb. foifflit 


(Mrs.) Helen C. Griffith, Secretary 
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CAMP RILEA — PIONEER CEMETERY 


August 8&9 | yoo 


SATURDAY, August 8 


OPEN HORSE SHOW (No Entry Fee) 2:00 PM 
Pole Bending Boot Race Hurdles 
Barrel Race Squaw Race Obstacle Course 


PIONEER NIGHT CELEBRATION 8:00 PM 


introduction of Clatsop Plains Pioneers Trail Music 
1944 Centennial Band Old Time Fiddlers Contest 
Community Singing Baton, Acrobatic and Ballet Dancing 
Scandanavian Dancers Covered Wagon Encampment 
Seaside Moose Hunters and Mustangs Free Street Dancing 
Square Dance Exhibition Square Dancing for everyone 
Order of the Arrow Authentic Indian Dancers 


Clatsop County Sheriff's Posse 
SUNDAY, August 9 


SILVER TEA Camp Rilea 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM 


Background Music Hostesses at Gray Memorial Church, 
on the site of the first church on Clatsop Plains for guided 
tours through the Pioneer Cemetary 


PAGEANT Camp Rilea 2:00 PM 


Episode | CAPTAIN ROBERT GRAY Wayward Wind 


Sandra Bishop, Charlotte Day, Judy Herold, Elton Bishop, Mel inds 
Guderian, Sylvia Watson, Freddie Herold, Harold Peterson, Judy 
Blanton, Bill Zillman. 

Song by Joan, Judy and Joseph Peterson 


Blue Juniata 


Episode II LEWIS AND CLARK 


Frank Mattila, Earl Johnson, Claudia Sherrell, Charlotte Day, Del 
Bodie, Earl Van, LeRoy Day. 
Song by Johansen Twins and sister Jackie 


Episode I11 THE ASTOR EXPEDITION America 


Pearl Biddle, Beryl Depping, Esther Anderson 
Community Sing 


Episode IV CELIAST'S CONSULTATION WITH McGLOUGHLIN 
Fritz Depping, Pearl Biddle 


- Episode V 


THE COMING OF THE FIRST WYETH EXPEDITION 
Faith Unt ocks the Door 


Song by Lucille, Lorraine and Jack le Johansen 


Episode VI COMING OF THE MISSIONARIES “ated, Wh of the Night 


Rev; Billy Jackson, Paul Williamson, Pearl pene 
Song by Betty Morris. rad 4 


pes Leads | Will Follow 


Episode VII THE CONVERS LON 
Rev. Cowdy, Paul Williamson, . Pearl Blddlers .o% v4igiidyd 
Community Sing wakan ett hae i, pr aetew x mi adnl @ 


Episode VIII INDIANS LEARN OF CHRISTIAN FAITH Blest Be the Tie that Binds 
Community Sing 


What a Friend We Have in Jesus 


Episode IX THE. BUILDERS 
Paul Williamson, Pearl Biddle, Paul Depping tN 
Community Sing pe tau enc 
Episode X COMING OF THE IMMIGRANTS ciioue 
Scene | ~ Aunt woe Aunt Dinah's Quilting Party 


Ricky Edwards, Wilma Williamson 
Song by Starla Stuller 


The Oregon Trail and Centennial Song 


Scene 1{1 

Paul Williamson, Pear! Biddle, ‘Fred and Adah Steelman 

The Scandanavian Singers iota 19 Wes: 

Scene I11 Church in the Wildwood 


Song by the Muscovita Sisters 


Episode XI MEN OF THE TRAIL Poem - The Old Trailer 


Paul Williamson and Fred Steelman 
Poem read by the Rev. Billy Jackson 
Abide with Me 


Episode XII CELIAST, THE NEIGHBOR 


Pearl Biddle, Chery! Black 
Song by Wilma Hartley 


The Unveiling of the Native Stone monument to Solomon and Celiast Smith, 
Oregon's first teachers, will take place in the Pioneer Cemetery following 
the Pageant. 


The program will be closed with the singing of God Be With You 'til We Meet 
Again and the playing of taps 
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SOLOMON HOWARD SMITH Lf mH 


Was born Dec. 26, 1989, at Lebanon, New Hampshire, son 
of a military surgeon who was active during the War of 1812. 

(irs. Beryl Depping says family tradition places his 
birthplace at nearby Laconia,N.H., possibly because 
Laconia was the county seat.) 

Solomon studied medicine for a time at Norwich,Conn., 
and then came west, the party of Nathaniel Wyeth, arriving 
at Fort Vancouver, now Washington, in 13932. 

At the request of Dr. John MLoughlin, he took over 
the school at the fort, replacing John Ball, and taught 
there parts of two terms. 

While at the fort, he united with Celiast (Helen) 
daughter of Chief Coboway of the Clatsop Indians, and 
they moved to the home of Joe Gervais on French prairie 
south of Woodburn where he established Oregon's first 
school. Solomon and Celiast were married several years 
later. 

Suffering from ague, Solomon arrived at Clatsop 
Ylains in May, 1840, in August built a home of logs. 

The following spring, he lashed two Indian canoes together 

and transported a team of horses from St. Helens to the 

Skipanon, the first such animals seen in Clatsop county. 
with the Kev. J. H. Frost, he established an 

indian school on the Plains at a point near Sh head Wi 

ence iors a J =" wi ; 





Later he administered the estate of Selah Reeves, 
the first official pilot on the Columbia river bar. 

On July 5, 1252, he was named justice of peace for 
Astoria precinct and on Sept. 3, 1%b5, he was named county 
commissioner of Clatsop county, replacing Joseph Jeffers, 
resigned. 

Solomon served as clerk of the first session of 
the federal territorial court which convened at Astoria 
on Oct. 3, 1049, and in 1874 he was elected to the Oregon 
state senate from Clatsop county. 

He lived two years more, dying while in office on 
Ae 4 LOG. 

A°sott, Silas, wag educated in New Hampshire, and later 
became a prominent attorney in Clatsop county. 
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hisprical 
Metfodithe point o greatest intrest to blatsop County is the 
Methodist Mission ljcated south of the mouth of thr Columbia river 


ected hb -clomom M. Smith,kev,J.H. Frost and ¥.W.Raymond-now 
Soh go belaura Reach Addition bi 4 


The point of greatest historical interest to Clatsop Couhty 
is the settlement of Solomon R, Smith i” WIR 8 Q 1840and the 
arrival of Rev,J.H.Frost who built the log Mission, replaced in 


1842 by W.W. Faymond with lumbfr shipped from vort Vancouver 
being thr first frame buikding in Glatsom County, The Cistern 
that caught the rain water for their use has been filled in with 
sand, but many of the trees are still standing. There is a 
house pn the premises, Bloch 82 beLaura Beach, rhe street that 
tfis house faces is not now in use, but the Kidge Road to the 
west is the one now used, If this Ridge road could he continued 
south to connect with the Pioneer Cemetry both the old cenetry 
and your Warrenton points of interest to the touristwould be 
greatly enhanced, 

Lexington-first townsite platted in the coubty,1848 by 

W. Hall- grew into quite a eeaer tae ape es distincbion of — 
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HISTORICAL POINTS OF INTEREST 


CLATSOP COUNTY, OREGON 


WHALE : Blk Creek 


An Ek'ola or Whale washed ashore in January, 1806 while the 

Lewis and Clark expedition was ‘intering at Fort Clatsop. When 
the indians brought the blubber to trade, they told the white men 
where the big fish could be found. The entire party at one time 
or another journeyed to Escola, as it was called by the whites, to 
see the fish which Captain Clark measured and found to be 105 face 
in length. 


CANNONS: WRECK OF 0.8.5. SHARK: Cannon Beach 


This beach was known es Ecola for many yeere. Then in 1846 the 
goverment gurvey ship, “Shark” was wrecked whiic leaving the mouth of 
the Columbia River. These camnens from this ship washed ashore on 
this beach and the nese was changed from Eeola to Cannon Beach. 

The state park north of the town itself, however, is still known as 
Ecola State Park. . 


it could be noted here that the survivors of che "Shark" found their 
way back to Astoria, and cm a rock near the beach of the river, near 
the present site of the Astoria Chomber of Commerce, chiseled the story 
of the fate of their chip. In 1865 the boat "Industry" was lost, and 
its survivors chiseled the story of that shipwreck om that satie rock. 
Ie later years a building covered the cock, but in 1922 when the city 
burned, the building covering the rock burned also, bareing the old 
landmark once more. It was then that the Astoria Kiwanis Ciub paid to 
have the part of the reck with the aarkings, moved to a park~-site on 
top of one of the hills so that all could view it much more readily. 





— a ee 
TURN AROUND: Seas ica 


ed af be is : £€icial 
v The T urn Around is the "End of the trail". This epot is the Toone 
ending of the Lewis and Clark Trail as well 2s tue Old Oregon 7 : 

The large map inside the circle depicts the explains this idea. 


NEACOXIE CREEK: 


At one time the Neacoxie Creek flowed west from Cullaby Lake, wrossed the 
highway below the present site of the Pacific Grange, tured North at the 
site of the first Methodist Mission, then turned West a few feet, then 
turned directly South. The creek still makes the same hairpin bend st the 
site of the Old Mission and flows on to Seaside where it empties into the 
Neawenna River. The early settlers had diverted the creek sad dug out its 
channel to provide a waterway from their homea here on Clatsop Ploins to 
the Skipenon River and theuce to the Columbia. This was also the highway 
of the Indians. 


Cullaby Lake is nemed for Chief Cullaby. He was the grandson of the "Red 
Headed Men", the only survivor there was of a ship wrecked in the 1700's. 
The wreck cccurred near Nehalem Bay south of Cannon Beach several miles. 
However, due to a quarrel] with the son of one of the chiefs, this mau, with 
his indian wife, moved for safety’s sake cate the isilend in the lake. His 
story is one of great interest, but we have not t he time or space to go 
into it farther here. 


CLATSOP PLAINS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH: 


The Clatsop Plains Presbyterian Church is the oldast continuing Presbyterian’ 
Church west of the Rocky Mountains. It was organized September 19, 1846. 


The Rev. Lewis Thompson, the firat religious wrker along the North West 
coast, preached hie first sermon in the vicinity at the home of W.H. Gray. 
After the service, Rev. Thompson organized the church. 


The original church building waserected in 1848-50, at the cost of $2,500.00 
on a tract of laud donated by Mr. and Mrs. R.W. Morrison. That building 
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POINT ADAMS LIGHTHOUSE: 


Point Adams Light House was built to were Ships of the sand peint that 
jutted inte the sea just south of tha entrance to the Columbic River. it 
occupied the couthwest 40 acres of the Fort Stevens Military Reservation. 
This was the first lighthouse buiic along the Northwees couse. 


The house itself was a tworstory affaiz with tha light tower extending 
enother two stories upward. The Light was of the 4th osder, and was 
visible 11 3/4 miles out to sea. The first keeper wae H.C. Tracy. 


When Tillamook Read and Worth Head Lights wera budic with the first 
Gimension lights, and the South Jetty completed, Pr. Adame Light wes felt 
to be unnecessary. The service was ordered discontinued Jenyary 31, 1899. 
The buiiding was ordered burned by the U.S. Secretary of War a few years 
later. This wes carried out January 12, 1922 thus signaling the close of 
another era in shipping at the mouth of the Columbia River. 


FORT STEVENS: 


This fort was built te guard the entrance of the Columbia River along with 
Fort Coluzbia and Fort Canby on the Washington aide of the river in the 1660's 
The fort was abandoned -and asap paren Le. ion by a formosond ~ 






while-scarchieefor—their-eateie. If wos reactivated in World Wer I. It 
Slowly declined in importance during the periad betueen the two World Wars, 
however alwaye mauned. It was enlarged in World War LI, ami it is felt that 
it was at this fort the Jepancse were aiming when they shelled the coast 
afew miles south of hexe. After World War II it was felt with madera war- 
fare, this fort was of iilttle benefit and it was abendenmed. It is hoped that 
soue day mot teo far distant, a large state park can be built here. 


TOUN OF HAMMOND: | 
Named for A.B. Hemmond, a lumber tycoon, who bulic the first railroad from 


Astoria to Seaside. It is here also that many of the descendants of Cohoway, 
Culleby, and the Chief of ail the Clatsaps and Chinocks, Comcomly, now live. ' 
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CANNERIES: 


As wo drive along the Astoria waterfront we uetice the Salmon and Tuna canneries 
that were built here. Here, the finest quality of both Tena and Saluon to be 
found anywhere, are ‘camed. 


FORT ASTORIA; 


We have mentioned Fort Astoria when spesking of the moaument. This spot hes 
been set aside to memorialize the first permanent white settlement west of ai > 
= Rocky Mountains. ‘The sctwal fort stood on a point of land where the St. Marya 
Hospital now stands. This fort was the first built by John Jacob. Astor in effc Fs 
_ to monopolize the fur industry of the world. |‘ Unfortunately, the Britis 
very desirous of this site also. ta the mabe of | 2812 a | rE Lees 
‘rcs ein een oor ond talked Duncan Duncan MeDougal, sharg 


Bis ‘a Brits Preghens 
a ey 
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ond vy Oo 4storla arriving in 1812 
“ * a ; Socemelny oth Bis Gdee 
John Day is the discoverer ond explorer of the woll-leawm gol Day River 
and country of Eastern Oregon, as vell as the stream that is alse named for 
him, just east of Astoria. Mr Day died at For: Astoria in 1813 and is, in 
9 ae i. - > ~ 
ali likelihood, the first whiteman buried in the cemetery. Im 1814, after the Bricish 
British had geined possession of the Fors, Loneid MeTavish, the facter here 
at that time, drowned in front of the post, amd was cloo burted here. Al though 
there were many more graves, theese are the mosz noteworthy. 


we 
FIRST POST OFFICE: 


On the vacant lot betwenn the Flower Shop occupying the corner of 15th and 
Exchange ond the residence om the corner of 15th and Franklin, steed the first 
post office chartered by the United States Goverument, vest of the Rocky 
Mountains, some say St. Louis. 


it was esteblished in 1847 and Joha Shively was the first peostaaster. Thought- 
lessly, this buiiding was torn dow about 36 years ago. Now, the Deughters of the 


émericen Revolution are having a plaque commemorating this spot, placed there 
for the Sesquicentemial celebration. 


FIRST CUSTOMS HOUSE: 


On this point of land, where Leif Erickson Brive leaves Frankiin Ave. steod 

the first Customs House west of St. Louis. it wos the firet government 

financed buliding erected in the entira vegion; the post office being in a 
privete home. The Customs House was esteblished hare in 1849 by Gol. John Adair. 
it too, was left te decay. As far as is known, no one hes thought of marking 
this spot for anyones memory. 


FLAVEL HOUSE OR CLATSOP COUMEY HISTORICAL MUSEUM: 


Thie mension was built by Capt. George Flavel. Re amessed a fortune in many 
enterprises; among them was the establishment ef the first pilet scheoser 
service at the mouth of the Columbia River. Up to that time, bar pliots would | 
go out in any boat evailable and bring a ship in, but were unable to accompany -3 
them outbound, as the email beats could act risk the dangerous bey. Hias 

Patricia Flavel, great grend daughter of the lete Capt. Flavel gave this build- - 
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A SEVENTY-FIFTH ' 
we YNIVERSARY 


: nee the 
Hittle ehur om was built by the Pres- 


byterians on Clatsop Plains. The 
mission was established by the 
Methodists in 1840 and two years 
Jater was turned over to the Pres- 
byterians, who in 1846 erected a 
ehurch building there, probably 
the ‘first Protestant church build- 
meg erected. west .of the Roeky| 
Hountains. 

As this is the 75th anniversary 
of this event and we are plamning 
fa do a lot of @elebrating in con- 
mection with the dedication of the 
monument to be erected in ~ the 
John Jacob Astor Memorial park 
to our early explorers and pio-! A 
meers, why would it not be credit- 
able for the Presbyterians of this 
section and the state generally te 
stage a celebration and erect a fit-| y 
ting memorial to this, the oldest:| @ 
Presbyterian church in point of | 
service, on the Pacific coast. * 

This little church, the outpost of | a 
the Protestant religion in pioneer | 
days, has stood on the Plains all/ t’) 
these years. without the mead oa 
fame and notice that should be at-) 
tached to it and practically es 
ten except by those who live in its) ity 
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REE both being sold by experts inj ot 


in their eampaigns: and ; are oe 
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_>~Probably..it-is a matter of sales-| 
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zhese lines. “They overlook nothing | ® 











